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Put rvw«on/Da*tt Hm« KaraJd 


Hollywood crows will give the former Texas School Book Depository 
more of a 1960s look, for Oliver Stone's film. 


Filni SeWatJI^site jj 
tuming bick the clock] 

' By Scott Bsradelf. ? C,»-. v ' L ' ' .vfe * 

Of TW€ TIMES H£RALO STAFF 

’ A Hollywood, film crew began- tiumin^.bftck his- 3 
tory at the Texas School Book Depository on S 1 
v Wednesday, unloading brick facades, tearing down J 
light poles and opening emotional wounds that 1 
1 Dallas has been trying to forget for more than a 1 
quarter-century. I 

Tight-lipped workers for director Oliver Stone’s | 
upcoming and already controversial movie on the I 
assassination of John F. Kennedy began a month- J 
long effort to make the depository look as it did 1 
Nov. 22, 1903 — the day Lee Harvey Oswald shot fl 
the president from a sixth- floor window. 

Since that day, the seven-story brick warehouse 
on Elm Street is a building most have wanted to 
forget. 

Alter the textbook company left in 1971 and a 
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Dan Foley, 24, of Boston shoots some film from 
the point of view of the famous Zapruder assas- 


sination footage outside the JFK exhibit In the 
Texas School Book Depository on Wednesday. 
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Tennessee businessman was unable to raise funds 
for a museum, the building lay dormant for six 
years surviving numerous calls for its demolition 
before the county turned it into administrative of* 

^A face lift erased, or at least dimmed, unpleasant 
memories of its past. The prominent HemRentA 
Car sign on the roof was removed, the window 
frames were painted a darker color, the white 
pierced brick that distinguished the first floor *as 
replaced with wide-paned windows. 

Now, more than 27 years after the assassination, 
it seems almost like a different building. But before 
filming begins April 15, many of those changes will 

b€ Foam n facades of white pierced brick will be 
placed outside the first floor and window frames on 
three sides of the building will be painted light 
CTav said Jeff Flach, the film’s location manager 
“They’re definitely going for his^cai verisimili- 
tude " said Bob Hays, who runs The Sixth Floor 
museum dealing with Kennedy’s assassination, 
which opened in 1989. “It’s going to affec P^ple- 
On Tuesday, the county commission voted 3-2 to 
allow Stone to film on the vacant seventh floor, but 
ruled out access to the sixth floor, saying [it would 
disrupt access to the museum, run by the Dallas 
County Historical Foundation. 

The county will receive $1,500 for each day 
Stone uses the building to film and $150 per day to 

use its exterior. ... . 

But to critics — and there are many — that is 
little more than blood money. 

County Commissioner Nancy Judy, who voted 
against letting Stone use the building, said the al- 
terations will stir bad memories. 


“It was just a duty old warehouse," said Judy, 
who used to buy textbooks for her children at the 
depository. “It’s unpleasant to keep reliving it. 

She said, however, that her primary concern is 
not bad memories but the disruption of county 
business. 


“It’s very inconvenient," Judy said. “I had to get 
them to move two trucks to get out of the parking 
lot. I saw all these people pressed against the win- 
dows. watching. They should have been working." 

While the Hertz sign won’t be rebuilt — the roof 
can’t support it — a number of changes will be 
rnadp near the building. The crew will reconstruct 
a railroad shed in the parking lot, put down a 
<i retch of rail, cut down and trim trees and fence 
.iff the area as it was in 1963. 


Buzz Campbell, assistant facilities director for the 
luntv, remembers the railroad, the parking lot 
1( j the fence. He was standing along Elm Street 
hen Kennedy was killed, and he has worked in 
te former depository for a dozen years. 

I ran to the railroad cars, then I ran to the 
,-hool book depository." he recalled. “There was so 
tuch chaos and confusion, people running this 
av and that way.” 

The building will be restored to its current ap- 
earance after filming, which is expected to begin 
ioril 15 and last for about a month. 

Campbell said he’s told his story a thousand 
[mes and expects to tell it a thousand more Seeing 
he building as it used to look won t affect him, he 

a - d lt won’t bother me one way or the other, he 
aid. "Some people have driven 2,000 miles to see 
his building; I never would." 

Despite the concerns, Hays said reliving the trag 
-dy of the assassination can be positive. 

“You don’t recover from a trauma 
pretending it didn’t happen," he said. On the 


process." 



